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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
listing of Claims 



^^Tj ^fclaim 1 (Currently amended): An image retrieval apparatus for retrieving a 
desired image from a plurality of stored images, comprising: 

storage means for storing the plurality of images and image features of each of the 
plurality of images in a form correlated with the images; 

featureValculation means for calculating image features of a retrieval source image; 
acquisition means for generating image features bv multiplying the image fea tures that 
have been storedV said storage means, by a constant, and acquiring ^plurality plural sets of 
image features regaWig one image by varying , within a predetermined rang e , th e imag e 
•fentnrftg thnt have bc\i atored in said storag e means the constant ; and 

retrieval meansUbr performing image retrieval by calculating degree of similarity 
between each of the plurality of images and the retrieval source image based upon the plural 



sets of image features acquired by the acquisition means and the image features calculated by 
the feature calculation means 



Claim 2 (Currently amended): The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said 
acquisition means varies generatekN sets of image features bv multiplying a luminance 
component of the image features thakhave been stored in said storage means bv N constants 



over N st o po with regard to each imago s eatoe, 
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Claim 3 (Currently ame: 
acquisition means vari e s generates 



aided ): ITie apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said 

/ 

N sets of image features by multiplying a color-difference 



over N stepa with regard to eacl 



component of the imape features that have been stored in said storage means by N constants 



imag e f e atur e. 



Claim 4 (Currently amended): 



The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said 



retrieval means calculates degree^f similarity between each image that has been stored in 
said storage means and the retrieval-source image using the plurality plural sets of image 
features acquired by said acquisition means, and adopts maximum degree of similarity as the 
degree of similarity between a particular image and the retrieval-source image. 




Claim 7 (Currently amendedb: The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 

I 

acquisition means has specifying means for allowing an operator to specify number of steps 



over which imag e featur e s ar e the constant is varied as well as the amount of change provided 
by each step. 



/Clair 



Claim 8 (Currently amended) 
desired image from a plurality of stored 




An image retrieval apparatus for retrieving a 
;es» comprising: 



storage means for storing the plurality of images and image features of each of the 
plurality of images in a form correlated with the images, wherein the image features have 
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been acquired for each one of tiles ^btained by dividing an image into a predetermined 
number of tiles; / 

feature calculation means for dividing a retrieval-source image into a predetermined 
number of tiles and calculating in age features for every tile; 

acquisition means for acquiring, with regard to each of the plurality of images that 
have been stored in said storage means, new image features by varying multiplying image 
features by an amount of chang e £ constant that differs for every tile; and 



retrieval means for performing image retrieval by calculating degree of similarity 
between each of the plurality of images and the retrieval source image based upon the image 
features acquired by said acquisition means and the image features calculated by said feature 
calculation means. 



Claim 9 (Currently amended): 



slorii 



An image retrieval method for retrieving a 



desired image from storage means storing a plurality of images and image features of each of 
the plurality of images in a form correlated with the images, comprising: 

a feature calculation step of calculating image features of a retrieval source image; 
an acquisition step of generating image features by multiplying th e image features that 



have been stored in the storage means, bv a constant, and acquiring a plurality plural sets of 
image features regarding one image by varyingr within a predetermined range, th e imag e 



fontur m n thnt Vinvn boon rtor e d in naid storage moans the constant ; and 



a retrieval step of performing image retrieval by calculating degree of similarity 



between each of the plurality of images Wid the retrieval source image based upon the plural 
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sets of image features acquired at SEfid acquisition step and the image features calculated at 
said feature calculation step. 

Claim 10 (Currently amended): The method according to claim 9, wherein said 



aerj 



acquisition step varies generates N sets of image features bv multiplying a luminance 



component of the image features 



that have been stored in the storage means by N constants 



over N s topo with regard to e ach imago feature . 



acquisition step varies generates 



component of the image feature; ; 



Claim 1 1 (Currently amended): The method according to claim 9, wherein said 



N sets of image features bv multiplying a color-difference 



that have been stored in said storage means bv N constants 



over N otopa with r o gard to cacti image feature . 



Claim 12 (Currently amended): The method according to claim 9, wherein said 



retrieval step calculates degre^' of similarity between each image that has been stored in said 
storage means and the retrieval-source image using the plurality plural sets of image features 
acquired by said acquisition step, and adopts maximum degree of similarity as the degree of 
similarity between a parti culanimage and the retrieval-source image. 



Claims 13-14 (Cancelled). 



7 



Claim 15 (Currently amended): The method according to claim 9, wherein said 
acquisition step includes a specifying step of allowing an operator to specify number of steps 
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over which imago features or e ^ iie constant is varied as well as the amount of change provided 
by each step. 

^Claim 16 (Currently amended): An image retrieval method for retrieving a 
desired image from a plurality of stored images, comprising: 

a storage step of storing the plurality of images and image features of each of the 
plurality of images in a form correlated with the images, wherein the image features have 
been acquired for each one of tiles obtained tyy dividing an image into a predetermined 
number of tiles; 

a feature calculation step of dividing a retrieval-source image into a predetermined 
number of tiles and calculating image features for every tile; 

an acquisition step of acquiring, with regard to each of the plurality of images that 
have been stored at said storage step, new image features by v ar ying multiplying image 
features by an amount of chang e a constant that differs for every tile; and 

a retrieval step of performing image retrieval by calculating degree of similarity 
between each of the plurality of images and the retrieval source image based upon the image 
features acquired at said acquisition step and the image features calculated at said feature 
calculation step. 

/claim 17 (Currently amended): / A storage medium storing a control program for 
causing a computer to execute image retrieval processing for retrieving a desired image from 



./ 



storage means storing a plurality of images and image features of each of the plurality of 



images in a form correlated with the images, siad said control program comprising: 
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code of a feature calculation step of calculating image features of a retrieval source 



image; 



code of an acquisition step of generating image features by multiplying the image 



/ 



features that have been stored in the/storage means, by a constant, and acquiring a plurality 
plural sets of image features regarding one image by varyin g, within a pr e d e t e rmin e d range, 
the imago features that hav e b e en stor e d in said storag e m e ans the constant : and 

code of a retrieval step of performing image retrieval by calculating degree of 
similarity between each of the plurality of images and the retrieval source image based upon 
the plural sets of image features acquired at said acquisition step and the image features 
calculated at said feature calculation step. 

ydlaim 1 8 (Currently amended): A control program for causing a computer to 
execute image retrieval processing for retrieving a Aesired image from storage means storing a 
plurality of images and image features of each oi)4he plurality of images in a form correlated 
with the images, said control program comprisi 

code of a feature calculation step of calculating image features of a retrieval source 

image; 

code of an acquisition step of generating image features by multiplying the image 
features that have been stored in the storage means» by a constant and acquiring a plurality 
plural sets of image features regarding one image by varyin g, within a pr e d e t e rmin e d range, 
the imag e features that hav e b ee n stor e d in said storag e means the constant: and 



j 



code of a retrieval step of performing image retrieval by calculating degree of 



similarity between each of the plurality of images and the retrieval source image based upon 
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the plural sets of image features acquired at said acquisition step and the image features 
calculated at said feature calculation step. 
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